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ªPupil Voice Projectº is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should be 
encouraged to come to an agreement on the Pupil Voice 
Project through democratic vote. 

ªWhatever the Weatherº  is a science-based theme, 
incorporating geography elements. It begins with a focus 
on seasons, using the weather as a link between that and 
materials. The weather is a great umbrella theme focus for 
drawing out ideas such as: waterproof and clothing made 
from materials appropriate to temperature (e.g. woolly, 
light.)

ªFairies and Frogsº is a literacy-based theme with a 
drama focus to enable pupils to develop a love of stories, 
as well as providing a vehicle for creative arts work. Stories 
should be chosen carefully, in consultation with previous 
year groups, to avoid duplication as far as possible. 

ªNever Eat Shredded Wheatº takes its title from the 
compass points, linking learning about maps and direction 
with where food comes from. There is a clear geography 
focus throughout, using food and where it comes from as 
a means of teaching pupils about maps, as well as 
other key geographical concepts. Go With The 
Flow song ªWe're Flying Aroundº helps to teach 
about human and physical features.

ªCome and Join the Celebration: Festivals and Key 
Eventsº is a theme focusing on a range of celebrations, 
festivals and key events of your choice with a view to 
leading in to Christmas celebrations. As this is often a 
whole school theme, it may be that chosen celebrations 
are allocated to specic year groups in order to avoid 
duplication. 

YEAR 1 / CYCLE A
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ªHappy Familiesº  is a theme with a history focus, all 
about how life has changed for pupils' families and others 
around them. They'll look at dierences between how 
people used to live at dierent times e.g. which games did 
grandma used to play when she was a girl? This theme 
should last approximately 4-5 weeks.  

ªHere Comes The Sunº Hopefully, as this theme features in 
late summer term, there may actually be some sun! A short 
science - focused theme (2-3 weeks) when pupils will learn 
about the sun as a light source, sun safety, dark and light as 
well as shadows.

ªPirates!º  Is a mixed science / geography-based theme, 
using the idea of pirates sailing the high seas to teach 
about continents, oceans and key physical features. There's 
also opportunity to recap simple compass directions and 
locational language. At the same time, it provides the 
opportunity to look at how things move and introduce the 
topic of sound. There is a Go With The Flow song and 
animation available as well as a poem entitled ̀ I hear the 
pirates'.

ªPupil Voice Projectº is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should 
be encouraged to come to an agreement on the 
Pupil Voice Project through democratic vote. 

YEAR 2 / CYCLE B

"How Does Your Garden Grow?º The clue is in the title! 
This is a theme with a science focus, all about common, wild 
and garden plants, as well as tres. Pupils will learn about 
their basic structure, seeds and bulbs, how animals obtain 
their food from plants and what plants need to grow and 
stay healthy. There are two Go With The Flow  songs to help  
teach the more di cult concepts of deciduous and 
evergreen in a fun and creative way.
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"The Spirit of Christmasº focuses on festive traditions
and  customs in di"erent countries, particularly those
associated with Christmas. If taught as a whole school 
theme, it may be a good idea to allocate countries for 
study to each class to avoid repetition. The thrust is around
geography and history elements, which should also
develop pupils' inter-cultural understanding.  

 

 
 
 

ªThe Famous Fiveº is a history-based theme taking in 
much of the KS1 programme of study. The theme unit 
suggests ve people, events and changes:- The Great Fire 
of London, Samuel Pepys, Moon Landing, Neil Armstrong 
and Christopher Columbus. These are, however, only 
suggestions and teachers are free to choose their own 
content. Statutory National Curriculum requirements 
include signi cant changes and events within and beyond 
living memory, as well as the lives of signicant individuals 
in the past.

ªNeighbourhood Watchº  is a theme focusing on the local 
area, mainly designed to develop geographical skills, 
knowledge and understanding. There is also an 
opportunity to look at signi cant historical events, people 
and places within the locality. 

ªWhere The Wild Things Areº looks at life processes in 
humans and animals, beginning with living and non-living 
things through to classifying birds, sh, amphibians, 
reptiles and mammals. There is a Go With The Flow song 
to help teach this creatively and carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores are also taught through a Go With The 
Flow song.

ªPaddington's Passportº  is an ideal theme for teaching 
further geographical skills, knowledge and understanding 
using Paddington's home in Peru as a starting point, 
followed by his emigration to London. The theme ends 
with Paddington's adventure at the seaside, which 
perfectly joins with the next theme. 16

c
D

im
en

si
on

s 
C

ur
ric

ul
um

 L
td

. 2
01

5



Your Guide to Dimensions
K

E
Y

 S
T

A
G

E
 O

N
E

 / 
T

W
O

 T
H

E
M

E
S

ªBeside the Seasideº, with a focus on the beach and coast, 
provides an opportunity to reinforce key geographical 
vocabulary and consolidate learning. It should last 
approximately 2-3 weeks.

ªOrder! Order!º  is a short theme (2 weeks) about 
democracy, rights and responsibilities. 

ªCome and Join the Celebration: Festivals and Key 
Eventsº is a theme focusing on a range of celebrations, 
festivals and key events of your choice with a view to 
leading in to Christmas celebrations. As this is often 
a whole school theme, it may be that chosen 
celebrations are allocated to specic year 
groups in order to avoid duplication. 

ªPupil Voice Projectº  is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should be 
encouraged to come to an agreement on the Pupil Voice 
Project through democratic vote. 

ªIt's All Greek to Me!º focuses on the history of Ancient 
Greece. It marks the introduction of the Go With The Flow 
`Let's Walk the Timeline' song, which is chronological and 
cumulative, adding verses throughout Lower Key Stage 
Two. Even if history is not taught chronologically, the 
verses can be ordered correctly at the end of the phase to 
provide a timeline through song. The unit also comes with 
teacher and pupil factsheets included. The end of the 
theme culminates in the legacy of democracy, which is 
followed through into the next theme.

YEAR 3 / CYCLE A
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ªOut of the Boxº  is a business enterprise healthy food 
project. With its own separate theme resource (do make 
sure you have a copy of this available before teaching this 
theme ± it will really help with planning!), it details the 
learning sequence starting with a healthy cooking 
demonstration to set the scene, leading into nance 
education, recipe design, making, packaging, marketing 
and presentation.

ªUg!º  covers the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, looking at 
what life was like then and comparing similarities and 
di erences over the periods. Go With The Flow ̀ Let's Walk 
the Timeline' song verse two is introduced here. The unit 
comes with teacher and pupil factsheets included.

ªGreen Fingersº follows on from Key Stage 1 theme, ̀ How 
Does Your Garden Grow?' and looks at the function of parts 
of plants and the requirements of plants for growth. Go 
With The Flow song, ªPollination Dutyº provides a great 
resource for teaching about the role of the bee in the life 
cycle of a plant. Practical work can be set up at the 
beginning of the term and re-visited later, when growth 
has had chance to take place, towards the end of the 
next theme.

ªMay the Force Be With Youº is a science-based forces 
theme that looks at magnetic force, in particular. Lasting 
2-3 weeks, it also builds on the Key Stage 1 concepts of 
speed and motion.

ªThree Giant Stepsº enables pupils to continue to 
develop their sense of place in the world. The geography 
theme unit suggests three possible study places:- Dover, 
France and Canada (The French Connection!). These are, 
however, only suggestions and teachers are free to choose 
their own locations, as long as key skills and 
concepts are taught. 18
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ªUnder Attack!º  is a history-focused theme, covering 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Viking invaders and settlers, in 
chronological order. Go With The Flow ̀ Let's Walk the 
Timeline' song verse three is introduced here. The unit 
comes with teacher and pupil factsheets included.

ªThe Spirit of Christmasº focuses on festive traditions

associated with Christmas. If taught as a whole school 
theme, it may be a good idea to allocate countries for 
study to each class to avoid repetition. The thrust is around 
geography and history elements, which should also 
develop pupils' inter-cultural understanding. 

ªFrom Out of the Shadowsº concentrates on building on 
previously taught concepts about light and sound, whilst 
looking in detail at all things electrical, including circuits, 
conductors and insulators. The slightly spooky title is 
designed to stimulate creative writing linked to mystery 
and adventure.

ªA Right Royal Battle!º is a short theme (2 weeks), based 
on the Battle of Hastings. Go With The Flow ̀ Let's 
Walk the Timeline' song verse four is 
introduced here.

YEAR 4 / CYCLE B

ªPupil Voice Projectº  is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should be 
encouraged to come to an agreement on the Pupil Voice 
Project through democratic vote. 
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ªWindow on the Worldº  is a geography-based theme, 
focusing on land use, trade and environmental issues such 
as pollution and deforestation. 

ªWhen Mickey met Wallaceº is an animation project. With 
its own separate theme resource (do make sure you have a 
copy of this available before teaching this theme ± it will 
really help with planning!), it details the learning sequence, 
starting with the story of animation leading into looking at 
early methods of animating and culminating in pupils' own 
animation work.

ªRocky the Findosaurº is a theme based on original 
dinosaur character, Rocky. Focusing on rocks and fossils, 
the science focus also takes in solids, liquids and gases. The 
dinosaur link enables pupils not only to engage with fossils 
in a fun way, but to link and build on learning from the 
history theme ªUg!º

ªAbracadabra!º  weaves a magical web around the science 
focus of materials, their properties and behaviour. Pupils 
use their magic skills to investigate and demonstrate 
reversible and irreversible changes, heating, cooling, 
solutions, ltering, sieving and evaporation.

YEAR 5 / CYCLE A

ªPupil Voice Projectº  is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should 
be encouraged to come to an agreement on 
the Pupil Voice Project through 
democratic vote. 
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ªCome and Join the Celebration: Festivals and Key 
Eventsº is a theme focusing on a range of celebrations, 
festivals and key events of your choice with a view to 
leading in to Christmas celebrations. As this is often a 
whole school theme, it may be that chosen celebrations 
are allocated to specic year groups in order to avoid 
duplication. 

ªThat's Life Episode 1º is modelled on the idea of creating 
a TV mini series, similar to the BBC Wildlife programmes (# 
la David Attenborough). Looking at changes through age, 
healthy bodies, the human circulatory system and the need 
for water and nutrients, the theme culminates in the 
production of a short documentary. 

ªWalk Like an Egyptianº focuses on the history of Ancient 
Egypt, from location, signicant places and individuals 
through to daily life and legacy. It includes the Go With 
The Flow song ̀ Down in the Valley', which links with the 
exploration of the Valley of the Kings. The unit also comes 
with teacher and pupil factsheets included. This theme can 
be inter-changed with any of the following:- Ancient 
Sumer, The Indus Valley or The Shang Dynasty.

ªA World of Cracking Ideas!º is a design-based theme, 
helping pupils to understand the design and make process, 
as well as learning about signicant inventions over time. 
A very practical theme, this allows pupils to combine and 
practise a range of inter-disciplinary skills.

ªSpaced Out!º is a short theme (2 weeks) that looks at the 
Earth, Sun and Moon in relation to each other, focusing on 
orbit and rotation.

21
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ªLocation, Location, Locationº extends learning from 
previous phases, focusing on the local area, exploring 
change and continuity over time. 

ªIn Your Elementº is a geography-based theme, taking in 
the elements of earth, air, re and water. As well as 
extending knowledge of rocks and soils, pupils learn about 
natural phenomena such as earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tsunamis and tornados.

 

ªThat's Life Episode 2º follows on from Episode 1 in 
Year 5 / Cycle A. This science-focused theme looks at life 
cycles, reproduction and classication. Again, 
the theme culminates in the production of a 
short documentary. 

YEAR 6 / CYCLE B

ªPupil Voice Projectº  is designed to give pupils the 
opportunity to choose a theme that they're interested in. 
This theme should last approximately 2-3 weeks. Pupils 
should be consulted before the beginning of the theme, 
ideally during the nal week of the previous theme. Any 
themes scheduled tor teaching in the existing theme 
cycles should be avoided. The whole class should be 
encouraged to come to an agreement on the Pupil Voice 
Project through democratic vote. 
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"The Spirit of Christmasº focuses on festive traditions
and  customs in di"erent countries, particularly those
associated with Christmas. If taught as a whole school 
theme, it may be a good idea to allocate countries for 
study to each class to avoid repetition. The thrust is around
geography and history elements, which should also
develop pupils' inter-cultural understanding.  



Your Guide to Dimensions
K

E
Y

 S
T

A
G

E
 T

W
O

 T
H

E
M

E
S

 
 

 

ªMusic, Lights, Action!º builds on previous science-based 
learning about light and electricity, providing pupils with 
the opportunity to apply prior knowledge and 
understanding.

ªEco Warriorsº is a sustainability focused, cross-curricular 
project. With its own separate theme resource (do make 
sure you have a copy of this available before teaching this 
theme ± it will really help with planning!), it details the 
learning sequence using a challenge approach. It covers a 
range of environmental issues such as recycling, climate 
change and energy.
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ªThe Maya ± Cities of Stoneº is a history-based theme, 
examining the story of the Mayan civilization. It also 
combines geography by focusing on the Amazonian 
rainforest. This theme can be inter-changed with any of 
the following:- early Islamic civilization or Benin. 


